
SCAPA Drama Audition Rubric 

Student Audition Number ______________ Grade Level __________ Date ___________ 

CRITERIA NOVICE (EMERGING) 
2 Points 

APPRENTICE (TYPICAL) 
4 Points 

PROFICIENT (ABOVE AVG.) 
6 Points 

DISTINGUISHED (SUPERIOR) 
8 Points 

PHYSICAL PERFORMANCE ❑ Distracting & unrelated 
movement (rocking, swaying, 
weight shifting) 
❑    Little or no use of space and 
levels, stiff or motionless 
❑   Unable to formulate ideas or 
pictures 
❑  Little or no facial expression 

❑  Minimal, unrelated 
movements 
❑  Appropriate use of space and 
levels (basic movement) 
❑  Obvious ideas or pictures, 
but disconnected and 
undeveloped 
❑  Uses some facial expressions 
 

❑  Movement and gestures 
appropriate for exercise 
❑  Good use of space and levels 
with corresponding movement 
❑  Original and developed ideas 
❑  Uses relative facial 
expressions 

❑  Creatively uses a variety of 
appropriate movements and 
gestures 
❑  Creatively uses space and a 
variety of appropriate levels 
❑  Innovative and creative ideas 
with attention to detail 
❑  Uses colorful and expressive 
facial interpretation 

VOCAL PERFORMANCE ❑  Inaudible, unable to hear 
spoken words 
❑  Poor articulation/diction 
❑  Hesitates and stumbles over 
text 
❑  Little or no vocal inflection 

❑  Small voice, but can be heard 
❑  Some difficulty in articulation 
and diction. 
❑  Little or no hesitation with 
text 
❑  Uses some vocal expression 

❑  Good projection of voice 
❑  Appropriate articulation and 
diction 
❑  No difficulty with reading and 
vocalizing text 
❑  Uses relative vocal 
expression 

❑  Exceptional projection of 
voice with variety of levels 
❑  Outstanding command of 
language 
❑  Responds fluently to text  
❑  Uses colorful and expressive 
vocal interpretation 

CHARACTERIZATION ❑  Character does not emerge 
from what is said, flat affect 
❑  Unable to formulate ideas 
❑  No indication of 
understanding the meaning of 
text 
❑  Makes inappropriate 
character choices based on text 

❑   Character emerges from 
what is said but not fully 
developed 
❑  Obvious ideas emerge from 
performance 
❑  Some indication of meaning 
of text 
❑  Makes undeveloped 
character choices based on text 

❑  Fully developed character 
emerges from what is said 
❑  Original and developed ideas 
with appropriate choices 
❑  Demonstrates understanding 
of meaning of text 
❑  Makes appropriate character 
judgement and decisions based 
on text 

❑  Fully developed character 
with complex, original choices 
❑  Innovative and creative ideas 
with nuanced choices 
❑  Shows outstanding depth of 
understanding the meaning of 
text 
❑  Makes insightful character 
judgement and sound decisions 
based on written text 

OVERALL PERFORMANCE ❑  Little or no preparation  
❑  Apologizes and makes 
excuses, unconvincing 
presentation 
❑  Rushes through exercise 

❑  Some preparation is evident, 
choices are typical for age 
❑  Lacking confidence in 
product 
❑  Inconsistent pacing of 
performance 

❑  Student is prepared to 
perform, makes some original 
choices 
❑  Shows confidence in product 
❑  Consistent pacing of 
performance 

❑  Student exhibits outstanding 
preparation, choices are creative 
and original 
❑  Shows high level of 
confidence in product 
❑  Pacing choices demonstrate 
intuitive understanding of 
performance 

  

Subtotal: _______ 
 

 

Subtotal: _______ 
 

Subtotal: _______ 
 

Subtotal: _______ 



 NOVICE (EMERGING) 
1 Point 

APPRENTICE (TYPICAL) 
2 Points 

PROFICIENT (ABOVE AVG.) 
3 Points 

DISTINGUISHED (SUPERIOR) 
4 Points 

IMAGINATION/CREATIVITY ❑ Mimics without original input 
❑  Unable to invent dramatic 
situations, original ideas, and/or 
unusual solutions even with 
assistance 

❑  Mimics with original input 
❑  Able to invent dramatic 
situations, original ideas, and/or 
unusual solutions with 
moderate assistance 

❑  Original ideas are evident 
❑  Able to invent dramatic 
situations, original ideas, and/or 
unusual solutions with little 
assistance. 

❑  Original and creative ideas 
throughout 
❑  Independently invents 
dramatic situations, original 
ideas, and/or unusual solutions 

IMPROVISATION ❑  No beginning, middle, or end, 
no evidence of structure 
❑  Creates an ineffective 
improvisation as compared to 
students of the same age 

❑  Some evidence of structure, 
has some elements of a 
beginning, middle, and/or end 
❑  Creates an acceptable 
improvisation that is typical of 
student at that same age 

❑  Clear structure with a 
beginning, middle, and ending 
❑  Creates an effective 
improvisation that is advanced 
for students at that same age 

❑  Cohesive and supported 
structure and presentation 
❑  Spontaneously creates a 
highly effective improvisation 
that is extremely advanced for 
students of the same age 

ENERGY/FOCUS ❑  Breaks character easily 
(distracted, giggles, smiles, cries, 
stops w/o recovery), little to no 
evidence of pacing 
❑  Unable to recover when 
encountering challenging 
material 

❑  Some breaks in character, 
may stop but recovers, minor 
detractions in performance, 
inconsistent pace 
❑  Perseveres with some 
difficulty when encountering 
challenging material 

❑  Few or no breaks in 
character, does not detract from 
performance, consistent pace 
❑  Perseveres with little 
difficulty when encountering 
challenging material 

❑  Extraordinary focus and 
seamless flow of performance 
❑  No difficulty or hesitation 
when encountering challenging 
material  

  

Subtotal: _______ 
 

Subtotal: _______ 
 

 

Subtotal: _______ 
 

Subtotal: _______ 

  

Column Total: _______ 
 

Column Total: _______ 
 

Column Total: _______ 
 

Column Total: _______ 
 

 

 

Total Audition Score: ___________________/44 

Comments: 

 

 

 

Judge’s Signature ___________________________________________________ 


